Field Speedwells in Edinburgh / Lothians 


The three ‘Field Speedwells’ (Veronica) are quite similar and are all present in Edinburgh. 


When you find one, remember to check the lower leaves and search for fruit capsules. 
































Common Field Speedwell Green Field Speedwell Grey Field Speedwell 

V. persica V. agrestis V. polita 

Widespread except Pentlands § Occasional Rare 

Cultivated/Disturbed Ground >>> >>> 

Flower 

Bright-blue with light and Pale blue, lower petal whitish, (Strong blue all round (occ lower 





darker often 3 lower petals whitish. petal paler) 
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Flower Stalks (Pedicel) 





Up to twice as long as leaves Up to leaf length Up to leaf length 


(the angle here may be a little deceptive) 























Capsule Shape 





Lobes diverge 








Lobes parallel 
Style tends not to escape the 
lobes 





Lobes parallel 
Style tends to escape the lobes 








Capsule Hairs 

















Crispy hairs 














Flower Size 





Large and showy, often larger Smaller, smaller than the leaf |= Smaller, making the leaves feel 





than the leaf width width small 
Flw : 8-12mm Flw : 3-8mm Flw : 5-8mm var. polita 
Lf : wid 4-15mm, len i mm Lf : wid 10-14mm, en = 15mm _ Lf : wid 4-9mm, len 5-15mm 
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All leaves generally stretched — Lower leaves generally wider 
(i.e. ud aan wide) than long 
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Leaf Colour 





Fresh green generally unless 


Dull/murky green 





aged/dirty 





exh, 























Sepal Veins 








Sepal veins tend to be obscure 
Sepals round-ended (obtusish) 


Sepal veins clear (5 veins) 
Sepal pointed (acutish) 




















Other Similar Speedwells 


Some other speedwells to be found that might at a glance be considered similar to the Field 


Speedwells. 





Slender Speedwell 


Ivy-Leaved Speedwell 


Wall Speedwell 





V. filiformis 


V. hederifolia 


V. arvensis 





* Flowers larger than leaves 
* Leaves tend to be round 
* Long flower stalks 


* Pale bluey-purple colour 


* Small flowers (purply or blue - two subspecies) 
* Leaves with large untoothed end lobe 


* Small strong blue flowers as polita but usually 
much smaller (2-3mm) 

* Top leaves (#1) are narrow and congested and 
unlike lower leaves, on upright flowering stems. 
Sometimes this feature doesn’t help because 
the plant is mostly lower leaves which sprawl. 
* Lower leaves are a bit like a Field Speedwell 
but rather than teeth it more often has 
incisions (pic 2). 

* It is a hairy plant - notice the conspicuous 
often long hairs in both pics. 
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Info 


Updated : 2019-02-28c - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 





